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Fall is over and it’s
almost half way
though the school year. First marking period report
cards were given out to students and the second marking period is almost over. Academics are at
the forefront as always, but remember
there are many clubs and other groups that
might make school more interesting. Joining a sport, a club, or any other extra-curricular activity
is not only a fun and rewarding experience, but can also
make a college or job application more appealing to recruiters. Some groups may not
be taking in new members for the school year
as of now, but it is a good idea to keep these
activities in mind for next time. Some groups that may
be of interest are pep club, reading club, ski club, band,
chorus, art club, table top gaming club, new reporting,
TV studio, cheerleading, and the annual school musical
as well as the many sports teams here at MCA. While
on the topic of extra-curricular activities, this year
marks the 50th year anniversary of the WKMC TV
studio. WKMC TV was the first student run cable
broadcast in the country, which is a milestone accomplishment for a small town like Mount Carmel. Make a
milestone this year and think of the words by famous
skier Lindsey Vonn, “Life changes very quickly, in a
very positive way, if you let it”. In the words of actress
Audrey Hepburn “Nothing is impossible. The word
itself says "I'm possible!"” - Mackenzie Zerbe ‘21

Welcome 2018-2019

se The Musical
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Footl

Footloose the Musical is about the
rebellious teen, Ren McCormick, played by
Andrew Rooney, and his mother Ethel,
played by Miranda Fiamoncini who moved
from busy Chicago to the small town of Boumont, Iowa. Ren finds out the hard way that
Boumont has a ban on music and dancing due
to a previous accident that put the town in
turmoil. Ren falls for the preacher’s defiant
daughter, Ariel Moore, who is played by Katie Flynn. However, Ariel already has a boyfriend, Chuck, played by Cole Lupotsky. The
minister and pillar of the community, Reverend Shaw Moore, is played by Jay Patrick and
is married to his rock, Vi, played by Samantha Darrup. Ren tries to win over the town
and Ariel with the help of his new friend,
Willard, played by Ryan Green. There are
many ensemble cast members and song and
dance numbers in this energized musical. The
musical is under the direction of Ms. Melinda
Hoopes with Mr. David McFee directing the
stage crew, Ms. Katrina Calvin is choreographer, and Mr. Bernard Stellar is pit orchestra
conductor. The performance date is set for
March 15 and 16, 2019. Break a leg cast and
crew. - Samantha Darrup ‘19

Think Big
HOMEROOM DOOR
DECORATING
CONTEST
THEME:
“Christmas Songs”
Winner Receives a
Pizza Party!
Sponsored by
Student Council
SWPBS TEAM

The Mount Carmel Area Think BIG committee held their sixth annual dance marathon in early November. The gym was
packed with people of all ages ready for a
fun-filled day to fight pediatric cancer.
Dodgeball, kickboxing, and human foosball were just a few of the activities students participated in throughout the day.
Photo booths and decorations were set up
for everyone to capture exciting moments
with their friends. In past years, the grand total from every dance marathon has raised higher than the
last. The student leaders, committee members, businesses and community members participated in fund
raisers all year long to benefit the organization. This year’s grand total was $50,021.58. Congratulations
to the student leaders and staff for working hard all year to reach their goal once again, and thank you to
all who volunteered and contributed! - Brynn Evert ‘ 22
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Happy Birthday WKMC TV
Happy birthday and cheers to 50 years! This year the Mount Carmel Area TV studio, WKMCTV, turns 50!
On September 12, 1968 a football game between Mount Carmel and Tamaqua High schools was broadcast
over the cable and made history. The broadcast came from a small building on Locust Mountain and was produced thanks to the partnership of innovator and MCA Art teacher, George McFee, and cable company owner,
Stephen Jepko, Sr. After a few successful broadcasts, the studio was moved to a larger, seven room building
on Oak Street where students could record, edit, and broadcast in their new home, Jepko’s Community Cable.
Early on, the studio, as WJPM TV, included high school students from both Mount Carmel and Our Lady of
Lourdes Regional, along with employees from Jepko’s company under the instruction of Mr. George McFee. In the early days,
WJPM aired concerts, religious services for shut-ins, interviewed local politicians, such as Senator Bob Casey Sr. and Governor Franklin Curry, along with producing original children’s programming, Visits with Santa and Mr. Weatherbee, and other
important local events. Since 1968, the studio changed its name, its location, and its instructor. After Jepko’s Community Cable merged with Service Electric in
1979, the program moved to the new high school with a new studio designed by George McFee.
George McFee’s son, David McFee is now the instructor and the name has been changed to WKMC-TV. The station has remained consistent
in educating students in critical technology and artistic skills, while producing student-run programming. Through WKMC, students record,
edit, and broadcast programs and control them through professional standards of video, lighting, and sound. The program was the first of its
kind in the state and the first high school cable television station in the country. The continued success of the program rests in the hand of the
students who run it, with one special former student being Joe Bass of Mount Carmel, one of George’s original students and later colleague.
Other contributors include the great sports teams and coaching staffs, such as Joe “Jazz” Dimnick and Frank Pecaitis, along with supportive teachers and community members, such as teacher, Mr. Joseph Swatski, and community member and parent, Carl Froutz.
WKMCTV airs on channel 13 through Service Electric and features a school run news program, MCA-LIVE, and airs
Wednesday Night broadcasts of special interest, such as: football games, school events, concerts, community events,
and information of local interest. WKMCTV also supports select programming on its two Youtube channels in Hidefinition.
George McFee’s legacy lives on in the WJPM - WKMCTV studio and thanks to the program, all the students who put
in all their efforts, and the artwork made by George throughout his life lives on in the walls of the school, studio, sets,
and houses of art-lovers across the area memorializing the late founder, George “the Boss” McFee. Happy Birthday
WKMCTV! -Miranda Fiamoncini ‘19

Welcome to our extended MCA family!

Savannah Rae Shehee
Born: July 13th, 2018 7:44 a.m.
6 lbs. 5 oz. 19 in.

Macy Lynn Bolick
Born: July 28th, 2018 10:17 a.m.
6 lbs. 14 oz. 20 in.

Edwin Aloysious Cunningham
Born: October 7th, 2018 12:59 p.m.
8 lbs. 5 oz. 20 in.
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New High School Staff
Mr. Clayton Brown is one of MCA’s
newest 8th grade math teachers. Mr.
Brown graduated from Bloomsburg
University in 2016. Prior to teaching
at Mount
Carmel
Area, he
taught 8th
grade
Math at
Hazelton
Area
School District. He
enjoys going to sporting events and visiting
his family. He paired up with Mrs.
Monger to advise the 7th and 8th
grade classes this year. A quote he
likes is “Never stop learning, because life never stops teaching”.

Ms. Amy Siroka is the new
Algebra II Math teacher and a
graduate of Penn State University with a Bachelors of
Science degree in Math and
Education. She attended the
American College of Education, and has a Master’s Degree in Curriculum & Instruction. In her free time, she
enjoys sewing and crafts. She
also enjoys playing the piano,
traveling, and she would like
to see all fifty states.

Mrs. Ashley Eades is an 11th and 12th
grade inclusion teacher. She graduated from Blue Mountain High
school in 2011, and then graduated
from Kings College in 2015 with a
degree in elementary special education. She
previously
worked at
the Central
Susquehanna Intermediate Unit
for three
years as an
early intervention
teacher. She
likes spending time outdoors, playing
and watching sports, making DIY projects, and baking.

Miss. Alexandra Danilovicz is the new Jr.
High science and environmental science
teacher. Miss Danilovicz was a student
here in MCA before she graduated and
attended Albright College. She has many
hobbies and is interested in reading,
fishing, and
playing both
board and
video games.
She is a hiker,
goes kayaking, and likes
to think outside the box.
Miss Dan, as
she prefers to
be called, is a
former substitute teacher
here and is looking forward to working
with old and new faces to deliver the
best education to her students. She has
been heavily influenced by her former
MCA teachers to try her best in hopes to
one day influence one of her own students to pursue a career in science or
education.

- page by Gabrielle A. Schucker ‘22

Mrs. Hannah
Monger is the
new 7th Grade
Math and Sr.
High Probability
and Statistics
teacher. She is a
graduate of
Clarian University of Pennsylvania, and
moved to
Mount Carmel from the Clarian Area.
Mrs. Monger enjoys being outdoors,
playing with her dog Rocco, hiking, and
going on adventures. She also enjoys
exercise and physical activity. As a
teacher, she says: “Mistakes are… expected, respected, inspected, and corrected.” And has it posted in her room!

Ms. Tiffany Adams is a new middle
school Learning Support teacher. She
went to Northwest High
School, attended
Bloomsburg
University, and
got a dual
Bachelor’s Degree in Early
Childhood and
Special Education. Her interests and hobbies include
hunting, vacationing, reading, drinking
coffee and spending time with her children. She also is a fan of New York Giants and Florida Gators Football. Ms.
Adams is very excited to be here doing
what she loves: teaching. Her favorite
quote by Dr. Seuss is, “You have brains
in your head. You have feet in your
shoes. You can steer yourself any direction you choose.”
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MCA JR/SR HS Fun Fair/Frisbee Day 10/19/18

- page and photos by Cedar Bolam’22

Page 4

Awards ~ Congratulations!
2018 Homecoming Court

SWPBS Bullying Poster & Coloring Contest
Winners
Spelling Bee Winners:
1st - Ethan Sykes
2nd - Isaiah Cochrane
3rd - Lindsey Zeller

2018 Queen Alijiah Hollenbach

Patriot’s Pen & Voice of Democracy

L-R: Talia Mazzatesta, Eliza Nevis, SherriAnne Carpenter,
Ava McGee, Alijiah Hollenbach, Josi Adams

Congratulations
School Board Merit Award
Billy Anderson - October
Ava McGee - November

Rotary Student of the Month
Ava McGee - September
Doherty Fesniak - October

ELKS STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
Students of the Month
Tanner Karycki - September
Allison Shurock - October

VFW POST 2110 Writing Contests
Patriot’s Pen
“Why I Honor The American Flag”

Jr. Students of the Month
Ryan Green - September
Nick Troutman - October
Teen of the Month
Rachel Witkoski - September
Gabrielle Schucker - October

1st - Madison E. Thomas

Jr. Teen of the Month
Ava Chapman - September
Samantha Szatny - October

2nd - Hannah Bemedict

Jr. High Pride

3rd - Zachary R. Snyder
Voice of Democracy
“Why My Vote Matters”

1st - Tyler Barnhardt
2nd - DaniRae M. Renno
3rd - Jason Patrick

September
Kaliana Kalbarchick - 7th
Olivia Belve - 8th
October
Hannah Benedict - 7th
Cole Spears - 8th
Student Council Student of the Month
October
November
Eliza Nevis - Jr. High
Lexi Kane - Sr. High
Mr. Cunningham

Ava Chapman - Jr. High
Dylan Pupo - Sr. High
Mr. Fourspring

Page 5

Sports
Fall Sports Wrap Up
tball The MCA football team had an amazing season once

Foo

again finishing with a 10-3 record. This is the first time
hitting double digit wins since 2011. The 2018 Red Tornadoes also
reached the District Championship and claimed the runner up spot for the
second consecutive year. Talented players littered the field, and have records
to show for it. The offense ranks seventh all time with 444 total points
scored and was led by senior running back John Ayers. Ayers ranks fourth
all time at MCA in rushing yards with a total of 4150 on his career, and he
averaged 113 yards a game in his senior campaign. The offense was explosive, but the 2018 defense shined in every game they played holding teams
to under 200 points this year. Mike Hood played a pivotal role with 17 sacks,
which put him second all time for a single season. While the seniors will be
missed, the Tornadoes present a strong junior class capable of
going deep in the playoffs. If you’re a fan of MCA football,
you’ll be excited for next year, but we wish these athletes that
are going onto winter sports the best of luck! - Colin Herb ‘20

Soccer

The girls soccer team had a
good season despite losing seniors and acquiring a new coach. They have good
young talent and have a promising next couple
years. Coach Emily Lloyd said “I was very proud
of my girls’ effort. We have improved and grew
so much this season. It was nice to see a variety
of different girls scoring this year and players
stepping up to take spots that were opened from
last years seniors graduating.” Coach Lloyd has
high expectations for her team next year with a couple of promising players
coming back, They look to improve their record. - Pedro Feliciano ‘22
With many changes this year to our school, boys soccer made the list as
they combined teams with Lourdes. The MCA team came off a year they
wish to forget winning no games, but playing hard every game. Lourdes
on the other hand, was one game short of making playoffs. With both
teams coming off of a less than successful season they looked to come out
as a newer, better program for the 2018 year. This year’s team managed to
finish with a record of 3-8-1. Despite their late second half push, it wasn’t
enough to make playoffs, missing it by one game just like the
previous year. The boys have a key group of returning starters and
look to make 2019 a year to remember. -Elijah Watkins ‘20

y

Cross Countr

The boys’ and girls’ cross country teams
coached by Chris Catton both had excellent seasons this year. Sophomore Caroline Fletcher qualified for states for her second consecutive year. Derek Lawler and Krystof Loposky came back as last
year’s district champions to also qualify for their second consecutive year.
Caroline placed 37th out of 216 runners. Derek placed 61st and
Krystof placed 110th out of 288 runners. Great job to both teams
throughout the 2018 year. -Kaylee Kane ‘21

Volleyball

Girls’ volleyball which is a co-op with Lourdes and
while they didn’t make playoffs, the girls had the best record in
over 10 years, going 9-11. MCA had one lone graduating senior,
Doherty Fesniak, libero. Good job ladies! -DaniRae Renno ‘21

Winter Sports Preview
When you think of winter, normally the chills, snow, and the
holidays are the main ideas that come about. But here at
MCA, we always have sports on our minds. The winter
sports teams have been grinding out these past few weeks to
prepare for the upcoming season. Girls basketball, boys basketball, the swim team, and the wrestlers all kicked off their
seasons. Girls basketball may have lost their starting five,
but there is some experience among the young varsity squad.
The new crew is confident they will earn a bread basket full
of wins, hopefully following in last year’s footsteps with the
district gold. Also hosting a strong lineup with plenty of
promise, boys basketball will look to do some damage in
their division. Mixing some tried and true seniors with some
younger talent, the boys are bound to turn some heads as
they look to build off of a successful last season. Moving
away from the court and onto the mat, the wrestlers boast a
full lineup. They look toward competing at district duals as a
team for the second consecutive year, and toward pushing a
few returning district qualifiers to the biggest stage: a trip to
Hershey. While the other teams will be chugging water, the
swimmers will be diving head first into it. Over the past few
years the teams struggled with numbers, but luckily, with an
influx of new swimmers the team is ready to compete. The
swim team plans on using the pool to full effect. The water
looks mighty fine this year at MCA. Good luck to all winter
sport athletes this year! - Colin Herb ‘20
Midterm Exam Schedule:
Tues. Jan. 8th - Language & Humanities
Wed. Jan. 9th - Social Studies & English
Thurs. Jan. 10th Math & Science
Fri. Jan. 11th - Conflicts & Makeups

Calendar
12/12 1st & 2nd Grade Holiday Concert
12/7-12/14 ES Book Fair
12/17 HS Holiday Concert
12/18 Bucknell Education Day
12/19 ES & JH Band & Chorus Concert
12/21 Act 80 Early Dismissal
12/24 to 1/2/19 Winter Break-School Closed
1/3 School Back In Session
1/8 to 1/11 Midterm Exams
1/15 Last Day 2nd MP
1/16 1st Day 3rd MP
1/17 School Board Meeting
1/18 NMS Concert, Danville
1/21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day- School Closed
1/22 Report Card Distribution
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